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Collins, J. et al., 2018. Blue Biotechnology, River Publishers Series in Renewable Energy. Figure adapted from Jaspars, M.

Opportunity

Conus magus/ cone snail

Ecteinascidia turbidinata/ sea squirt

Halichondria okadai/ sponge

Prialt for chronic pain (analgesic)

Yondelis for soft tissue carcinoma

Halaven for breast cancer
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The Marine Biodiscovery Pipeline

SCIENCE & BUSINESS BUSINESSLAW
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Areas Beyond National 

Jurisdiction (ABNJ)

Vlaams Instituut voor de Zee, 2014.



ABS Information Kit produced and published 
by the CBD secretariat (2011)

Access

Benefit-Sharing
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Areas Beyond National 

Jurisdiction (ABNJ)

Vlaams Instituut voor de Zee, 2014.



UN Negotiations on Marine Biodiversity 
Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ)



UN BBNJ negotiations timeline
1982 – Ratification of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)

2004 – Establishment of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Informal Working Group. Met 10 times between 2006 - 2015

2015 – States adopted a resolution to develop an international legally binding instrument under UNCLOS on 
the conservation and sustainable use of BBNJ. A Preparatory Committee (PrepCom) was established. Met 4 
times between 2016 - 2017

2017 - the General Assembly convened an Intergovernmental Conference (IGC), under the auspices of the UN

September 2018 – IGC 1

March 2019 – IGC 2

August 2019 – IGC 3

March 2022 – IGC 4

August 2022 – IGC 5



International Legally Binding Instrument 
– for the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological 

diversity of ABNJ

Marine genetic 
resources, 
including 

questions on the 
sharing of benefits

Measures such as 
area based 

management 
tools, including 

marine protected 
areas

Environmental 
impact 

assessments

Capacity-building 
and transfer of 

marine technology

Cross-cutting issues, including institutional arrangements, monitoring, 
review, compliance and dispute settlement

Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ) Negotiations  

ABNJ: Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction 11



Marine genetic resources, including questions on 
the sharing of benefits – key elements

• Definitions

• Objectives

• Scope of application

• Notification 

• Fair and equitable sharing of benefits

• Traditional knowledge

• Intellectual property rights

• Monitoring and transparency
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Marine genetic resources, including questions on 
the sharing of benefits – elements requiring 
further discussion

• Definitions

• Objectives

• Scope of application

• Notification 

• Fair and equitable sharing of benefits

• Traditional knowledge

• Intellectual property rights

• Monitoring and transparency
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• Definitions
• Collection

• Access ex situ

• Utilisation

• Scope of application
• Temporal scope

• Material scope

• Fair and equitable sharing of benefits
• Types of benefits to be shared

• Non-monetary benefits

• Monetary benefits 16

Marine genetic resources, including questions on 
the sharing of benefits – elements requiring 
further discussion



UN BBNJ negotiations timeline
1982 – Ratification of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)

2004 – Establishment of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Informal Working Group. Met 10 times between 2006 - 2015

2015 – States adopted a resolution to develop an international legally binding instrument under UNCLOS on 
the conservation and sustainable use of BBNJ. A Preparatory Committee (PrepCom) was established. Met 4 
times between 2016 - 2017

2017 - the General Assembly convened an Intergovernmental Conference (IGC), under the auspices of the UN

September 2018 – IGC 1

March 2019 – IGC 2

August 2019 – IGC 3

March 2022 – IGC 4

August 2022 – IGC 5

?             – IGC 5bis
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Publications

Websites
1. https://www.un.org/bbnj/
2. https://enb.iisd.org/marine-biodiversity-beyond-national-jurisdiction-bbnj-igc5  

https://www.un.org/bbnj/
https://enb.iisd.org/marine-biodiversity-beyond-national-jurisdiction-bbnj-igc5


Thank you for listening!
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