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A coastal community?

Metropolitaan kustlandschap 2100. Eindrapport fase 3 - deel 1: exploratief ontwerpend onderzoek
(2014). Metropolitaan kustlandschap 2100. Eindrapport fase 3 - deel 1: exploratief ontwerpend onderzoek. Atelier Visionaire Kust: [s.l.]. 191 pp.



www.geopunt.be

What does it mean to be a 
coastal community?



What does it mean to be a coastal community? 
Impact on water

Influence on the management of the water system 
- Impact on ground water
- Risk on salinization



What does it mean to be a coastal 
community?  Impact on the population

Dauwe, S.; Verleye, T.; Depoorter, M.; 

Maelfait, H.; Pirlet, H.; Lonneville, B.; 

Mees, J. (2025). KustINzicht 

2025. Compendium voor Kust en Zee = 

Compendium for Coast and Sea. Vlaams 

Instituut voor de Zee (VLIZ): Oostende. 
ISBN 9789464206326. 219 pp.



What does it mean to be a coastal community?  
Complex governance  
ICZM – slide –Federaal Vlaams, lokaal 



What does it mean to be a coastal community?
Being aware of the changing environment

Dauwe, S.; Verleye, T.; Depoorter, M.; Maelfait, H.; Pirlet, H.; Lonneville, B.; Mees, J. (2025). KustINzicht 

2025. Compendium voor Kust en Zee = Compendium for Coast and Sea. Vlaams Instituut voor de Zee (VLIZ): Oostende. 
ISBN 9789464206326. 219 pp.



The sea-level is rising…
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Reference: Schmid, M., Vermeulen C., Cauberghe,V. Bouman, T. & Vandamme, S. (2024).
Report on the influence of key motivators, inhibitors and place attachment on sustainable
coastal development support among coastal residents and tourists. Research report.



Safety-scan Coast
with +1m, +2m, en +3 m Sea Level Rise



Kustvisie – roadmap on how to protect our 
coast for 3m SLR



What’s the impact of SLR and 
Kustvisie to a local community?

- Thinking broad, working on a small scale
- Based on scientific data and observations
- Participative: what do you like, what would you 

change, where you dream of….



Reference: Schmid, M., Vermeulen C., Cauberghe,V. Bouman, T. & Vandamme, S. (2024).
Report on the influence of key motivators, inhibitors and place attachment on sustainable
coastal development support among coastal residents and tourists. Research report.



What does it mean to be a coastal community?
Directly confronted with the health of our North Sea
• More than 1270 items of litter per 

km² (in Belgian Part of the North 
Sea)

• Per 100m coast-line, there are more 
then 137 litter items

• 80-90% is plastic
• Research on the  function of the 

estuaria as accummulation areas
Devriese, L.I.; Janssen, C.R. (2023). Beleidsinformerende Nota: Overzicht van het 

onderzoekslandschap en de wetenschappelijke informatie inzake (marien) zwerfvuil en 

microplastics in België. VLIZ Beleidsinformerende Nota's, 2023_002. Vlaams Instituut voor de 
Zee (VLIZ): Oostende. 54 pp



Reference: Schmid, M., Vermeulen C., Cauberghe,V. Bouman, T. & Vandamme, S. (2024).
Report on the influence of key motivators, inhibitors and place attachment on sustainable
coastal development support among coastal residents and tourists. Research report.



Citizen Awareness: Communication actions



How to make the local 
community and the 
visitors more aware?  
Citizen awareness:

Coastal safari: 
- During summer-months
(48 safaris in July and Augustus)
- Finding the ‘Big Five’
- Off the beaten track



Citizen Engagement

Expedition coastline: 

• Ocean Literacy 

• Schools at the coast 

• Part of citizens science 
(SeaWatch-B Youth) 

• Challenges to take action 

• Inspire and Proud (Blue 
School Label)

How to make the local 
community more aware?  



Raising awareness to the local community and to the visitors

Provincial Nature Domains and Visitor Centres
• Experiencing Nature
• Offering Sustainable Recreation: Providing recreational opportunities managed with ecological, climate-conscious, and 

socially responsible principles.
• Creating Synergy: Integrating nature with other policy areas such as heritage, culture, and recreation.



We are not the only coastal 
region…
• North Sea Commission: community of 

regions that face similar challenges

• Marine Resources Group: Focus on 
Healthy Marine Environment, maritime 
Spatial Planning, Sustainable Fisheries 
and Aquaculture and Blue Economy

• Work on 
• Bring the European perspective in the 

work of the regions
• Sharing best practices and knowledge
• Building thematic regional expertise



What does it mean to be a coastal community? 



Hannelore Maelfait
Coordinator of the territorial office for the coast

Provincie West-Vlaanderen  

hannelore.maelfait@west-vlaanderen.be
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