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ABOUT THE ORGANISERS 

The European Marine Board is Europe’s leading think tank and authoritative voice on the latest 

advancements and future strategic directions for marine science. European Marine Board Member 

Organizations are leading National Marine Research Organizations or Institutes, National University 

Consortia and Funding Agencies. EMB is active across a broad range of marine and maritime related areas, 

and EMB Working Groups conduct expert reviews of the state-of-the-art on marine scientific topics, 

producing recommendations and actions to improve and enhance European capability in marine research, 

and related technology, infrastructure and human capacity development.  

 

The EMB Biennial Open Forum is a platform to bring together a wide range of marine science stakeholders 

(scientists, European and national policymakers, pan-European and regional networks, etc.) to discuss and 

share knowledge, identify common priorities, develop common positions and collaborate on these. The 

Forum bridges the gap between the scientific community and policymakers and prepares a joint vision 

and recommendations to further develop the topic at hand. 

 

This event and publication are endorsed by the United Nations Decade of Ocean 

Science for Sustainable Development as a Decade Activity. Use of the United Nations 

Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development logo by a non-UN entity does 

not imply the endorsement of the United Nations of such entity, its products or 

services, or of its planned activities. For more information please access: 

https://forum.oceandecade.org/page/disclaimer 

 

This event and publication are endorsed as an action in support of the 

Mission Restore our Ocean and Waters.  

 

 
 

Website: www.marineboard.eu  
Social media: @EMarineBoard / European Marine Board IVZW 
Event hashtag: #EMBForum  

https://forum.oceandecade.org/page/disclaimer
http://www.marineboard.eu/


 

 

AGENDA 

Forum Moderator: Sheila Heymans 

09:00 – 09:30 Registration and welcome coffee / Online link opens 

09:30 – 10:15 Opening Session 

09:30 – 09:40 Welcome 
Fiona Grant 

Chair, European Marine Board 

09:40 – 09:55 Presenting EMB documents 
Fiona Grant 

Chair, European Marine Board 

09:55– 10:15 Presenting the EU Oceans Pact 

Polyvios Eliofotou speaking for Ioannis 
Hadjiyiannis 

Cabinet of Commissioner for Fisheries and 
Oceans 

10:15 – 11:00 Session 1. Setting the scene on the land-sea interface 

10:15 – 10:40 
Keynote address – The terrestrial 
perspective 

David Obura 

CORDIO East Africa, Kenya, and Chair of IPBES 

10:40 – 11:00 
Land-sea interactions in 
European marine governance 

Cassandra Laetitia Tocco 

University of Portsmouth, UK 

11:00 – 11:30 Networking and coffee 

11:30 – 13:00 Session 2. Pollution crossing the land-sea interface  

11:30 – 11:45 
Pollutants of concern and their 
pathways 

Saša Marcinek 

IRB, Croatia 

11:45 – 12:00 Tackling land-based pollution 
Efthymios Lytras 

EYDAP, Greece 

12:00 – 13:00 
Panel discussion with questions 
from the audience 

Saša Marcinek, IRB, Croatia 

Efthymios Lytras, EYDAP, Greece 

Detlef Schulz-Bull, Leibniz Institute for Baltic 
Sea Research Warnemünde, Germany 

Adriana Constantinescu, GeoEcoMar, 
Romania and DANUBIUS-RI 



 

 

13:00 – 14:30 Group photograph, followed by lunch 

14:30 – 16:00 Session 3. Coastal adaptation and liveability on the land-sea interface 

14:30 – 14:45 How can and should we adapt? 
Louis Celliers 

GERICS, Germany 

14:45 – 15:00 
Working with coastal 
communities 

Hannelore Maelfait 

Province of West Flanders, Belgium 

15:00 – 16:00 
Panel discussion with questions 
from the audience 

Louis Celliers, GERICS, Germany  

Hannelore Maelfait, Province of West 
Flanders, Belgium 

Soetkin Vervust, Free University of Brussels, 
Belgium 

Richard Cronin, Department of Housing, 
Planning, Community and Local Government, 
Ireland 

16:00 – 16:10 Closing Session 

16:00 – 16:10 Closing words 
Fiona Grant 

Chair, European Marine Board 

16:10 – 18:00 Reception 

 



 

 

SPEAKERS AND PANELISTS 

Moderator 

 
Professor Dr Sheila Heymans 
Executive Director of the European Marine Board 
 

Professor Heymans is a zoologist with a background in marine ecosystem 

modelling and the environmental impacts of fisheries and ecosystem change. 

She joined the European Marine Board in 2018 from the Scottish Association 

for Marine Science where she was the Head of the Science Department (2016-

2017). She became Professor in Ecosystem Modelling at the University of the 

Highlands and Islands (UHI, UK) in 2017. She obtained her degrees from the 

University of Port Elizabeth (now Nelson Mandela University) in South Africa 

working on food-web models of South African estuaries and the Northern 

Benguela ecosystem, before moving to the USA (University of Maryland) to complete a post-doctoral 

study at the Chesapeake Biological Laboratory (1999-2000) on the changes in the Everglades. She then 

moved to the Fisheries Centre of the University of British Columbia where she was a research fellow (2000-

2006) working on the Newfoundland fisheries and the decline of Steller sea lions before moving to 

Scotland in 2007.  

 

  



 

 

Opening Session 

 
Dr Fiona Grant 
Chair of the European Marine Board 
 
The Chair of EMB is Dr Fiona Grant from the Marine Institute in Ireland. Fiona 

is a National Contact Point and National Delegate for Horizon Europe’s Cluster 

6 and has a background in marine geology and geophysics. She has previously 

had responsibility for European Marine Research Infrastructure and now 

International Programmes. The International Programmes manager acts as a 

key point of contact for Ireland in its relationships with international research 

organisations and Fiona's role is to support the development of a vibrant 

marine research community in Ireland by encouraging participation in 

European Union and other international research funding programmes. The role also has the remit to 

support the full implementation of the Mission to Restore our Ocean and Waters by 2030 and the UN 

Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030). 

 
Polyvios Eliofotou 
Cabinet Expert for European Commissioner for Fisheries and Oceans 
Speaking for Ioannis Hadjiyiannis, Head of Cabinet for European Commissioner for Fisheries and Oceans 

 

Mr Eliofotou serves at the post of Expert in the cabinet of Mr Costas Kadis, the 

European Commissioner for fisheries and oceans. 

Prior to that, he served as senior economist in various posts in the European 

Commission Directorate-General for Economic and Financial Affairs (DG 

ECFIN); in the Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs, and 

Inclusion (DG EMPL); and in the European Fiscal Board (EFB) secretariat. 

He has extensive experience in EU economic - budgetary affairs and policy 

making, as well as managing EU financial instruments supporting investments 

across Europe. He holds a B.Sc. (Hons) in Mathematics, Operational Research, Statistics, Economics 

(MORSE) from the University of Warwick and a M.Sc. in Economics and Finance from Warwick Business 

School. 

  



 

 

Session One – Setting the scene in the land-sea interface 

 

Dr David O. Obura 
Founding Director of CORDIO East Africa, Kenya and Chair of IPBES 
 
Dr Obura is a Founding Director of CORDIO East Africa, chairs the 

Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES, 

2023-2026) and is on the Earth Commission (2019-2026). CORDIO is a 

knowledge organization supporting sustainability of coral reef and marine 

systems in the Western Indian Ocean. David’s primary research has been on 

coral reef resilience, biogeography and climate change impacts. His interests 

are turning now towards sustainability science pivoting around coastal, 

African and societal needs and priorities, in the broader sustainable 

development paradigm. David works from the local scale, through fostering innovative action to promote 

sustainability, through regional scale alignment and integration, to global scales. David was a Co-Chair of 

IPBES’s Nexus Assessment and was active in compiling science inputs into the Kunming-Montreal Global 

Biodiversity Framework. David was awarded Kenya’s national honour, Moran of the Burning Spear in 

December 2021, and the Coral Reef Conservation Award of the International Coral Reef Society in 2022. 

 
Dr Cassandra Laetitia Tocco, 
Senior Research Associate at the University of Portsmouth, UK 
 
Dr Tocco is a Senior Research Associate at the Centre for Blue Governance 

of the University of Portsmouth in the UK. Her current research focuses on 

coastal and marine management and governance. She investigates (blue) 

Nature-Based Solutions, blue economy, Marine/Maritime Spatial Planning, 

policy change, and stakeholder engagement. 

  



 

 

Session Two – Pollution crossing the land-sea interface 

 
Dr Saša Marcinek 

Postdoctoral Researcher at the Ruđer Bošković Institute, Croatia 
 
Dr Marcinek is a postdoctoral researcher at the Ruđer Bošković Institute in 

Zagreb, Croatia, and the Institute of Marine Sciences of Andalusia in Cádiz, 

Spain. Specializing in marine science, she investigates the biogeochemical 

cycles of trace elements in diverse marine ecosystems. Her research focuses 

on understanding the sources, mobility, biogeochemical interactions, and 

toxicity of trace elements, aiming to contribute to a comprehensive 

understanding of current marine environmental conditions and support 

improved predictions for future marine ecosystem behaviour and 

sustainability. 

 

 

Efthymios Lytras 
Deputy Director of Corporate Strategy and Innovation, Athens Water and Sewage Company, Greece 
 
Dr Lytras, has a B.Sc. in Chemistry and a Ph.D. in Metallurgy Engineering. He 

works in EYDAP for 30 years, holding the positions of the Head of the 

Water Quality Control Department, the Head of R&D Department, the 

Deputy Director of Planning and Development and the Deputy Director of 

Environment and R&D as well. At present he holds the position of Deputy 

Director of Corporate Strategy and Innovation. He has represented EYDAP in 

the submission of more than forty funding proposals and has been the 

coordinator of funded research projects of EYDAP. He has 

an extended experience in water and wastewater quality control, water and wastewater 

treatment processes and environmental monitoring and has more than 50 published scientific papers 

including conference proceedings.   

 

 

 
 
  



 

 

Detlef Schulz-Bull 
Researcher at Leibniz Institute for Baltic Sea Research Warnemünde, Germany 

 
Dr Schulz-Bull is a marine chemist with broad experience in the investigation 

of biogeochemical cycles of trace organic substances in the marine 

environment. His research focuses on organic marine chemistry: the oceanic 

carbon cycle, the development of sampling techniques for chemicals and 

analytical methods for the determination of trace organic compounds such as 

pollutants (PCB, PAH, pesticides, contaminants of emerging concern) Deltlef 

Schulz-Bull was Head of the Department of Marine Chemistry at the Baltic Sea 

Research Institute Warnemünde (IOW) from 2001 to 2023. He is Professor at 

the University of Rostock, for Marine Chemistry. Since its foundation in 1992, IOW has been conducting 

interdisciplinary marine research in coastal seas. The IOW chemistry laboratory is responsible for the 

HELCOM monitoring of contaminants in the Baltic Sea and is therefore well equipped with sophisticated 

technology for the analysis of organic pollutants in seawater.  

 

Adriana Maria Constantinescu 
Senior Researcher at GeoEcoMar, Romania and DANUBIUS-RI 
 
Dr Constantinescu is a marine geologist with over 15 years of working in the 

Danube-Danube Delta-Black Sea System. She completed her PhD in the United 

Kingdon, working with GeoEcoMar and the University of Stirling on 

deciphering the evolution of sediment fluxes in the Danube Delta for the 20th 

-21st century. She participated in several European projects, including H2020 

DANUBIUS-Preparatory Phase, H2020 CERTO, WaterForCE, etc. Her daily work 

focuses on studying water and sediment fluxes and associated processes 

across the Danube Delta and the coastal area of the Black Sea, using several 

methods and techniques.   

 

 

  



 

 

Session Three – Coastal adaptation and livability on the land-sea 

interface 

 
Louis Celliers 
Scientist at the Climate Service Center Germany 
 
Dr Celliers is a coastal and marine scientist at the Climate Service Center 

Germany, an institute of the Helmholtz-Zentrum Hereon, Germany.  He holds 

a PhD from the University of Natal, South Africa (2001). His professional 

interests include socio-ecology, trans-disciplinary research, science-to-policy 

processes and conversion, integrated coastal management, adaptive 

management, coastal and marine governance and institutions, climate change 

adaptation and knowledge negotiation. He is an academic and boundary agent 

enthusiastic about transdisciplinarity and scientific services supporting coastal 

adaptation and societal transformation to sustainability. 

 

Hannelore Maelfait 
Policy Advisor and Program Coordinator at Province of West Flanders, Belgium 
 
Ms Maelfait is a policy advisor and program coordinator specializing in coastal 

management and spatial planning. As coordinator of the territorial office for 

the coast in West Flanders, she focuses on sustainable coastal development, 

policy planning, and community engagement. She also holds a position as 

advisor for the Marine Resources working Group of in the North Sea 

Commission, where they strengthen the cooperation among regions around 

the North Sea. With previous experience at the Coordination Centre for 

Integrated Coastal Zone Management in Belgium, she works to support 

integrated approaches to coastal management. Her work bridges knowledge, policy, and implementation, 

aiming to create sustainable solutions for coastal challenges while strengthening partnerships at local, 

national, and international levels. 

 

 

 
  



 

 

Soetkin Vervust 
Postdoctoral Researcher at the Free University of Brussels, Belgium  
 
Dr Vervust studied both archaeology and geography. Since 2020, she works as 

a landscape archaeologist at the VUB (Vrije Universiteit Brussel). She currently 

coordinates an interdisciplinary project that researches the drowned Belgian 

coastal island of Testerep, bringing its history back to life in creative ways 

(https://testerep-project.be). At the same time, this historic research aims to 

raise awareness about present-day coastal challenges and the importance of 

a long-term perspective. 

 

Richard Cronin 
Principal Adviser for the marine environment, Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local 
Government, Ireland 
 

Mr Cronin is Principal Adviser for the marine environment in the Irish 

government. He holds a degree in Civil Engineering from University College, 

Cork and postgraduate qualification in Governance for University College, 

Dublin. He is responsible for the development of policy, programmes and 

legislation for the protection and sustainable use of the ocean. He is Marine 

Director for Ireland under the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive and is 

responsible for the expansion of Ireland’s network of marine protected areas 

(MPAs). He was chair of the OSPAR Commission from 2018 – 2022 leading the 

delivery of the North-East Atlantic Environment Strategy 2030. 

 

 

 

  

https://testerep-project.be/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

European Marine Board IVZW  

Belgian Enterprise Number: 0650.608.890 

 

Jacobsenstraat 1 I 8400 Ostend I Belgium 

Tel.: +32(0)59 33 69 24 

E-mail: info@marineboard.eu 

Website: www.marineboard.eu 
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