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The EMB Future Science Brief on Marine Renewable
Energy was produced by a Working Group of 12
members from June 2021 - March 2023. The Working
Group was Chaired by Takvor Soukissian (Hellenic Centre
for Marine Research, Greece) and co-Chaired by Anne
Marie O’Hagan (Research Ireland Centre for Energy,
Climate and Marine, University College Cork, Ireland).

The Future Science Brief was launched during a
dedicated webinar on 4 April 2023, and included
presenations on the document and responses to its
messages from key stakeholders from the European
Commission (DG MARE) and from Ocean Energy Europe.

The document provides a comprehensive synthesis of the
topic across a wide range of relevant disciplines and has
hence been used to support teaching, including in
Masters programmes delivered at the University of
Aberdeen, UK.

It has also been widely cited in academic and grey
literature, including in the ICES “Roadmap for Offshore
Renewable Energy”, the Plan Bleu “Recommendations to
enhance Offshore Wind Energy in the Mediterranean Sea”
and the ETIP-Ocean “Best practice guidelines on
community engagement”. It was also highlighted in the
Ocean Energy Systems Annual Reports 2023 and 2024.

The European Commission stated it found the document
particularly useful for its confirmation of the importance
of environmental monitoring and the need for more
research on cumulative impacts.
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As the European
Commission works to put

the EU’s high ambitions for

offshore renewables into
practice, this EMB Future
Science Brief offers very
useful insights especially
in their socioeconomic
impacts, social license,
consenting and
governance, as well as
spatial conflicts.

Felix Leinemann,
DG MARE

This valuable Future

Science Brief is a very

useful guideline, and
much needed.

Markku Viitasalo,
SYKE, Finland
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