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The EMB Position Paper and Policy Brief on Coastal Resilience were produced by a
Working Group of 14 members between January 2021 and October 2023. The Working
Group was Chaired by Sebastian Villasante (University of Santiago de Compostela, Spain)
and co-Chaired by Kristin Richter (NORCE Research AS & Bjerknes Centre for Climate
Research, Norway).

The Position Paper was launched on 10 October 2023 at the EurOCEAN Conference in
Vigo, Spain, and during an online webinar, held on 19 October 2023. The Policy Brief was
presented during the 9  EMB Forum on ‘Addressing coastal and water resilience on the
land-sea interface’ in April 2025. In addition, Working Group member Eugene Farrell spoke
during an EMB Science Webinar on 16 November 2023 on the topic of ‘a community
perspective in Ireland to building coastal and marine resilience’.
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The documents were presented during numerous scientific and policy events, and have  
been widely cited in the academic and grey literature. They have also been used in  
teaching modules on sustainable Blue Economy and Blue Skills at the National Institute of
Oceanography and Applied Geophysics, Italy.

Both documents have played a key role in informing the development of the “Coastal
Resilience: An Atlantic Ocean of Action” programme by the All-Atlantic Ocean Research
and Innovation Alliance (AAORIA), the Natural Environment Research Council’s Future
Marine Research Infrastructure Science Requirement Framework, and the multi-hazard and
resilience challenge area of the British Geological Survey’s Strategy 2023 - 2028. Main
messages from the documents were also included in consultations informing the
development of the European Union’s Ocean Pact and Water Resilience Strategy, as well
as the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East
Atlantic’s Regional Action Plan for Benthic Shelf Habitats.  In addition, the documents
informed the work of the Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions Climate Working
Group and the Hellenic Centre for Marine Research’s strategic plan to build coastal
resilience in Greece.

IMPACT REPORT

“This report is one of the very few overviews of the contribution of science to understanding and
promoting coastal resilience and has been instrumental in informing the work of the All-Atlantic
Network of Coastal Resilience Beacon Sites. The Network has cited the document in several reports
to the AAORIA members and the European Commission. It has featured prominently in discussions
with the European Commission, specifically also on what science is still missing to best understand
and strengthen coastal resilience, and in calls for new research and innovation projects on coastal
resilience.”

Jan-Stefan Fritz, German Marine Research Consortium
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