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The EMB Policy Brief on Blue Carbon was written by an
ad hoc Working Group established to address Blue
Carbon, and chaired by Sheila Heymans (Executive
Director, European Marine Board). The Working Group
consisted of four experts in the fields of Blue Carbon, the
carbon cycle and the biological carbon pump.

The Policy Brief was launched in October 2023, during
the EurOCEAN conference in Vigo, with a presentation
from Working Group member Natalie Hicks (University of
Essex, UK). In addition, a dedicated launch webinar was
held in November 2023, where the Working Group
members presented the document, followed by a
response from Nikos Zampoukas (European Commission,
DG RTD) and a panel discussion.

After the launch, the EMB Secretariat received emails
from stakeholders of both academia and policy
highlighting the usefulness of the document for their
work (e.g. quotes to the right). The document also
received a lot of social media attention with thousands of
views of EMB’s posts on the document, and hundreds of
views of the recordings of the launch. 

The Policy Brief was highlighted to the European
Commission when they were gathering expert opinions  
for the drafting of the European Commission’s Ocean
Pact and informed the development of Ireland’s Strategy
for Marine Research, Knowledge & Innovation, 2025-
2030. It has been used in lectures with other relevant
reports such as the outcomes of the IPCC reports.

Finally, the Policy Brief was shared with the Belgian IPCC
focal point (the Belgian Federal Public Service for
Scientific Policy) as expert input on marine Carbon
Dioxide Removal.

IMPACT REPORT

“This is an excellent piece,
very up to date, very timely

and containing the messages
that are needed as well as
explaining key concepts to
lay audience, a good mix of
references and footnotes.” 

Peter Haugan.
Policy director at Institute of

Marine Research, Norway 

“I had the opportunity to
review this document when

we first began our
reflections on carbon sinks.
I found it to be incredibly
insightful and pertinent to

our discussions”.

Maria Regueiro, 
Climate Policy Officer at
Conference of Peripheral
Maritime Regions (CPMR)

“This report was a very
important exercise. It shows
that blue carbon ecosystems
and related components can

help over long timescales but
cannot replace short-term

ambitious efforts to eliminate
anthropogenic greenhouse

gas emissions.” 

Hans-Otto Pörtner, co-
author and former Co-Chair
of IPCC's Working Group for
the sixth assessment cycle 
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