
Cultural values of marine 
ecosystem services in the UK

Marine Ecosystems Research Programme

www.marine-ecosystems.org.uk| marine.ecosystems@pml.ac.uk|        @merp_updates

Project and Knowledge Exchange Office hosted by Plymouth Marine Laboratory

Funded by the Natural Environment Research Council and the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

Gill Ainsworth, Centre for Ecology & Hydrology 
Francis Daunt, Juliette Young (CEH), Jasper Kenter, Andy Crabb (SAMS) 

{Ŝō hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ ό9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘ ¦ƴƛύ 
2017 - 2018

http://www.marine-ecosystems.org.uk/
mailto:marine.ecosystems@pml.ac.uk


www.marine-ecosystems.org.uk/Home



WP3 Topic 1: Understanding trade-offs in managing marine activities

DƻŀƭΥ ŜȄǇƻǎŜ ΨōƛƎ-ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΩ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎΣ ŀǉǳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ 

regarding ecological properties and monetary and non-monetary values

https://marine-ecosystems.org.uk/Research_outcomes/Understanding_trade-offs
UK NEA. 2014. UK National Ecosystem Assessment follow-on phase: Synthesis report

https://marine-ecosystems.org.uk/Research_outcomes/Understanding_trade-offs


West of Scotland

Southwest England

Marine ecosystem services:

Åprovisioning

Å tourism/leisure/recreation

Å regulatory

Management challenges

Case study areas



Cultural Ecosystem Services (CES): 

(Intangible) benefits people receive from their interactions with the natural environment that 

contribute to individual and collective human wellbeing:

- spiritual enrichment, cognitive development, reflection, recreation, aesthetic experiences

Knowledge gaps and research priorities:

- integrated valuation approaches

- relationship between CES and human wellbeing

- synergies and trade-offs: CES - human-related activities via four NEAF scenarios

Project aims:

Advance understanding of values relating to marine and coastal CES and derived benefits, 

particularly in response to management interventions 

Background and objectives



Forming shared values in conservation management: an interpretive-deliberative-democratic 
approach to including community voices (Ranger et al. 2016)

Community Voice Consulting; Cumming & Norwood 2012



1: film stakeholder interviews

2: develop management measures and evaluation criteria 

3: multi criteria analysis stakeholder workshop


