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cost ofcost of 
ocean 
observationobservation 
in EU

space data €400 million per year
in-situ data > €1 billion per year 
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(..) the data collected through 
these observations can onlythese observations can only 
generate knowledge and 
innovation if Europe's 
engineers and scientists are 
able to find, access, assemble 

d l th ffi i tland apply them efficiently 
and rapidly. At present this is 
often not the case.often not the case.
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2008-2010 preparatory actions2008-2010 preparatory actions
• set up prototype European Marine Observation and Data Network (ur-ENODnet) to 

provide access to observations and highlight gaps
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Co, NERC, National Oceanography Centre Southampton (NOC), NERC, British Geological Survey, Edinburgh (BGS), NERC British 
Océanographie Data Centre, Liverpool (BODC), Rutgers University; Institute for Marine and Coastal Sciences (IMCS), International
Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES), The Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF), UNEP/GRID-Arendal, 
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geology



MARITIME
AFFAIRS

preparatory actions 
chemistry
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MARITIME
AFFAIRS Integrates EU initiatives 

into coherent wholeinto coherent whole
European Marine and 
Observation NetworkObservation Network

Data Collection 
Framework in fisheries

Global Monitoring for 
Environment and Security

INSPIRE Directive
Public Sector Information 
DirectiveDirective
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objectives
1 reduce operational costs and delays for those who1. reduce operational costs and delays for those who 

use marine data and therefore:
• help private industry compete p p y p
• improve the quality of public decision-making at all levels;
• strengthen marine scientific research

2. increase competition and innovation amongst 
users;

3. reduce uncertainty in knowledge of the oceans
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a common target architecture

observation 
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a common target architecture

observation 
d d t

sea basin
checkpointsarchiving at 

ti l
thematic 

bland data 
collection

application

national 
data centres

assembly 
groups

application

EU supports collection of fisheries 
data and observations from 

satellitessatellites
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a common target architecture

observation 
d d t

sea basin
checkpointsarchiving at 

national thematic 
bland data 

collection

application

data 
centres

assembly 
groups

application

communication amongst 
national data centres to promote 

good practice in data curationgood practice in data curation 
and dissemination
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a common target architecture

observation 
d d t

sea basin
checkpointsarchiving at 

ti l
thematic 

bland data 
collection

application

national 
data centres

assembly 
groups

application

strengthened 2011-2013

consortia of organizations that 
assembles data from all data centres on 
specific themes - marine sediments, or 

chemical contaminants for instance

Slide 13/17



MARITIME
AFFAIRS

a common target architecture

observation 
d d t

sea basin
checkpointsarchiving at 

ti l
thematic 

bland data 
collection

application

national 
data centres

assembly 
groups

application

2011-2013 North Sea, Mediterranean, Baltic

check data layers, ensure that the data 
from different groups are mutually 
compatible and define priorities for 

further observations
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a common target architecture

observation 
d d t

sea basin
checkpointsarchiving at 

ti l
thematic 

bland data 
collection

application

national 
data centres

assembly 
groups

application

help private industry compete 
improve the quality of public decision-p o e t e qua ty o pub c dec s o

making at all levels;
strengthen marine scientific research
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Governance 2011-2013
• Priorities• Priorities

– Commission advised by 
• Marine Observation and Data Expert Group (independent, already met 10 times,Marine Observation and Data Expert Group (independent, already met 10 times, 

renewed membership 2010)
• Member States Expert Group (to be set-up)

• Technical support
– Prototype secretariat

• prepare meetings, 
• assess the output of thematic assembly groups and sea-basin checkpoints,
• prepare an annual report of activityy
• launch portal providing access to data from the thematic assembly groups
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timing

• The proposals set out in this Communication describe actions to be 
taken by the Commission in the period 2011-2013. 
At the end of this period a further impact assessment will be made• At the end of this period a further impact assessment will be made 
to guide the next steps. 

• The Commission invites reactions to this plan. p


