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A panorama of the submerged Vamos Cave on Crete  
Photos by courtesy of A. Giannopoulos 



A panorama of the submerged Vlyhada Cave, south  
Peloponnese  

Photos by courtesy of A. Giannopoulos 



Agios Petros a 7500 year old village lying partly 
beneath the sea in the Northern Sporades 

 
 

 
photo by courtesy of N. Efstratiou 

 



Submerged Pavlopetri in south Peloponnese 

Photo by courtesy of D. 
Sakellariou 



 Platiyali in west Greece was submerged some 4500 
years ago 

Photos by courtesy of K. Dellaporta 



The Inner Ionian Sea 
Archipelago 

Area of study by the Univ. 
of Crete 

Galanidou 2014 



 
Reconstruction  
of the coastline  
some 20.000 
years ago  
Galanidou et al. 
in press 





•The work of Greek academic and research institutions is in a 
constant interaction and dialogue with research on sea level 
fluctuation and climatic change 
•Archaeological work springs from questions of a historical nature.  
•Reasoning benefits from synergy with palaeogeography to 
reconstruct the history of physical geography and the particular 
qualities that may have drawn prehistoric people into a particular 
place, made them settle or drove them away.  
•Palaeogeographic reconstructions a help us appreciate the amount 
of archaeological data that now lie beneath the sea and lead to new 
discoveries. 



 

The linking thread is the Quaternary Sea, 
now fragmenting the Aegean landscapes, 

now rejoining them. 
 

 
 

 

Thank you  
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